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CEO MESSAGE

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Welcome to Legal Services of the Hudson Valley's 2026 Equal Access to
Justice Gala. Thank you for joining us as we celebrate the extraordinary
individuals, organizations, and community partners whose leadership and
generosity help ensure that justice remains within reach for everyone.

Every day, we witness the profound impact that access to legal
representation can have on a person's life. A family remains safely housed. A
survivor of domestic violence achieves security for their family. A senior
preserves their independence. A veteran secures the benefits they earned.
These victories may begin in a courtroom or at a negotiation table, but their
impact extends far beyond the legal system—they strengthen families,
neighborhoods, and communities throughout the Hudson Valley.

During the past year, LSHV served more than 9,000 clients, handled over
12,000 civil legal matters, and positively impacted nearly 28,000 household
members across our seven-county service area. Behind every number is a
person whose future was changed because someone believed that justice
should never depend on the ability to pay.

Tonight, we are privileged to recognize three outstanding honorees whose
careers and commitment embody that belief: The Honorable Lyndon D.
Williams, recipient of the Champion of Justice Award; Deborah A. Scalise,
Esq., recipient of the Partner in Justice Award; and Cliff Weber, Esq. and the
PCSB Community Foundation, recipients of the Community Partner in
Justice Award. Their leadership, integrity, and service have strengthened both
the legal profession and the communities we proudly serve.



Rachel C. Halperin, Esq.
Chief Executive Officer
Legal Services of the Hudson Valley

I also extend my sincere gratitude to our Board of Directors, dedicated staff,
pro bono attorneys, volunteers, sponsors, and supporters. Your partnership
makes our mission possible and allows us to stand beside thousands of
individuals and families during some of the most difficult moments of their
lives.

Thank you for believing in a future where equal access to justice is not simply
an ideal, but a reality. Together, we are building stronger communities,
protecting fundamental rights, and creating opportunities for hope, stability,
and lasting change.

With sincere appreciation,

 



A MESSAGE FROM OUR
DEVELOPMENT

COMMITTEE 
GALA CO-CHAIRS

Dear Friends and Supporters,

On behalf of the Development Committee, welcome to the 2026 Equal Access
to Justice Gala. We are grateful to have you with us as we celebrate the
remarkable leaders, partners, and supporters who share our commitment to
ensuring that justice is accessible to all.

This evening is a celebration of more than individual achievement—it is a
reflection of what can be accomplished when a community comes together
around a common purpose. Every sponsorship, every ticket purchased, and
every contribution made tonight helps provide free, high-quality civil legal
services to individuals and families facing some of life's greatest challenges.

We are proud to honor The Honorable Lyndon D. Williams, Deborah A.
Scalise, Esq., and Cliff Weber, Esq., together with the PCSB Community
Foundation for their outstanding leadership and unwavering dedication to
justice, service, and the communities we serve. Their example reminds us that
meaningful change is built through integrity, compassion, and partnership.

We also extend our heartfelt gratitude to our generous sponsors, whose
support makes this evening—and our mission—possible. Your investment
strengthens Legal Services of the Hudson Valley's ability to protect vulnerable
families, preserve housing, support survivors of domestic violence, advocate
for older adults, veterans, and people with disabilities, and ensure that
thousands of our neighbors have access to justice regardless of their ability to
pay.

Thank you for standing with us and for believing that justice should be
available to everyone. Together, we are creating lasting change and building a
stronger, more equitable Hudson Valley.



With sincere appreciation,

Nicholas Groombridge, Esq.   
Groombridge, Wu, Baughman & Stone, LLP
Gala Co-Chair, Development Committee 

Nicholas Groombridge
Gregory M. McLaughlin, Esq.
Kyndryl, Inc.
Gala Co-Chair, Development Committee 

Gregory McLaughlin

Presenting Sponsor: Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Matching Gift Sponsor: Groombridge, Wu, Baughman & Stone LLP

Champion Sponsors: Mastercard, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP,
PepsiCo

Defender Sponsors: Latham & Watkins LLP, Proskauer Rose LLP, Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, Yankwitt,
LLP

Protector Sponsor: PCSB Community Foundation

Advocate Sponsors: Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC, CRC Benefits, Brown &
Brown Insurance Services, Inc., DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Wise &
Wiederkehr, LLP, Evercore Wealth Management and Evercore Trust
Company, N.A., Finkelstein, Blankinship, Frei-Pearson & Garber, LLP, Fried,
Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson, LLP, Mintz, Ropes & Gray LLP, Selendy Gay
PLLC, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Client Sponsors: Brown & Weinraub Advisors, LLC, Cerchione Hurowitz Law
Group LLP, Jackson Lewis PC

Justice Sponsors: Enea, Scanlan & Sirignano, LLP, John M. Nonna, Jones
Day, Keane & Beane P.C., O’Connor & Partners, PLLC, Orange Bank & Trust
Company



The Honorable Lyndon D. Williams is a retired City Court Judge, attorney,
educator, and longtime public servant dedicated to advancing justice and
strengthening communities throughout Westchester County. During his tenure
on the bench, he presided over a broad range of criminal and civil matters and
spearheaded the creation of the Mount Vernon Emerging Adult Justice Part, an
innovative initiative providing young adults with pathways to rehabilitation
and success.

Prior to his time on the bench, Judge Williams spent 12 years on the
Westchester County Board of Legislators, including four years as Vice
Chairman, and previously served as President of the Mount Vernon City
Council for three terms. He holds degrees from Bernard M. Baruch College and
Pace University School of Law and remains engaged in public service as
Chairman of the Westchester County Charter Revision Commission,
Administrative Law Judge for Westchester County, and a leader in numerous
civic and professional organizations.

A lifelong advocate for opportunity, fairness, and community empowerment,
Judge Williams has dedicated his career to improving lives through public
service, education, and leadership.

Champion of Justice Award

THE HON. LYNDON
D. WILLIAMS



A principal of Scalise & Hamilton, P.C. in Scarsdale, New York, Ms. Scalise focuses
on representing lawyers, judges, and accountants in professional responsibility
and ethics matters. Throughout her distinguished career in public service and
private practice, she has earned recognition as a leader in legal ethics,
professionalism, and attorney discipline.

Before entering private practice, Ms. Scalise served as Deputy Attorney General
in Charge of Public Advocacy for the Westchester Region, Deputy Chief Counsel
to the Departmental Disciplinary Committee for the First Judicial Department,
and as an Assistant District Attorney in Kings County. She has authored numerous
publications on ethics and professional responsibility, served on the New York
State Office of Court Administration Continuing Legal Education Board, and
remains committed to mentoring future legal professionals.

Her honors include the New York State Bar Association’s Ruth G. Shapiro
Memorial Award and recognition from Legal Services of the Hudson Valley for
her longstanding support, mentorship, and commitment to excellence in the legal
profession.

Partner in Justice Award

DEBORAH A.
SCALISE, ESQ.



CLIFF WEBER & THE PCSB
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

Community Partner in Justice
Award

The PCSB Community Foundation, established in 2017, carries forward PCSB
Bank’s 150-year tradition of philanthropy and community engagement. Through
more than $350,000 in annual grants and resources each year, the Foundation
supports nonprofit organizations and initiatives that strengthen communities,
improve quality of life, and create opportunities for Hudson Valley residents.

Cliff Weber, Esq., longtime banking attorney and community leader, helps guide
this important work. Mr. Weber has dedicated more than four decades to
serving the banking industry and has been a steadfast advocate for community-
based organizations throughout the region. He has been a valued member of
the boards of both Legal Services of the Hudson Valley and the PCSB
Community Foundation for several years, providing leadership and ongoing
support for programs that strengthen and uplift local communities.

Together, the PCSB Community Foundation and Cliff Weber exemplify the
power of partnership, philanthropy, and civic leadership to create lasting,
positive change throughout the Hudson Valley.



TARA ROSENBLUM
EMCEE

Tara Rosenblum is a veteran anchor, host, and investigative reporter for the
News 12 Network, specializing in political reporting, breaking news, and
investigative journalism. One of the most decorated local television journalists
in the nation, she has earned more than 300 industry awards, including two
National Edward R. Murrow Awards, 71 Emmy Awards, and 221 Emmy
nominations. Tara has covered major national and international events,
interviewed presidents and world leaders, and led award-winning
investigations that have influenced public policy and garnered international
attention. A familiar and cherished presence at the Equal Access to Justice
Gala, Tara returns as our emcee, bringing her passion for storytelling and
commitment to community service to the evening’s celebration.

RANSOM WYDNER
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Ransom Wydner is the Head of Partnerships at Ethena, a New York-based
compliance and learning platform. Wydner is an advocate for the accessibility
and use of technology as a tool to assist in legal services, and believes that the
law belongs to all Americans—just like public parks and libraries.





Diana Kolev, Esq.

Nicholas Groombridge, Esq.
Gala Co-Chair

D E V E L O P M E N T
COMMITTEE

Alexzandra Riley

Alejandro Cruz, Esq.

Rebecca Kimura, Esq.

Sarah Ryan, Esq. David Tarr, Esq.

Michelle Moriarty, Esq.

Richard Gluckselig, Esq.

Gregory M. McLaughlin, Esq.
Gala Co-Chair

Rod Jamir Brodhead

































The Honorable Lyndon D. Williams 
Champion of Justice Award

Deborah A. Scalise, Esq.
Partner in Justice Award

Cliff Weber, Esq. & 
The PCSB Community Foundation
Community Partner in Justice Award

We are proud to support the Legal Services
of the Hudson Valley































J O H N  M .  N O N N A

T H E  2 0 2 6  E Q UA L  A C C E S S  T O
J U S T I C E  G A L A  H O N O R E E S

Your leadership, service, and commitment to justice
strengthen our communities and inspire us all.

Congratulations on this well-deserved recognition.

P R O U D LY  C O N G R AT U L AT E S











Congratulations, Deborah Scalise!

Congratulations to an extraordinary attorney,
colleague, and friend on this well-deserved honor!

Your dedication to the legal profession and your

unwavering commitment to justice and service have

made a lasting difference in the lives of so many. It

is a privilege to celebrate your accomplishments

and the impact you continue to make in our

community.

Desmond Q. Martin

Attorney at Law & Licensed Funeral Director

845-379-1801
dqmesq@gmail.com

With admiration and warmest congratulations on
this wonderful recognition!





T H A N K  Y O U  

Your support helps Legal Services of the Hudson Valley
provide free civil legal services, prevent homelessness, protect
families, and ensure that justice remains within reach for our

neighbors throughout the Hudson Valley.

C O N T I N U E  Y O U R  I M P A C T

F O R  S T A N D I N G  W I T H  U S

Scan to support equal access to justice.

Helping Prevent Homelessness.
Keeping Families Home.
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